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in 1974 samuel W taylor delivered a paper at the university of
utah rightly suggesting that his grandfather john taylor was the
forgotten man of mormonism only a casual perusal of current
mormon bibliography corroborates taylors assertion there are no major

scholarly biographies few essays and what is available has been
written by his two grandsons
mormons recognizejohn
most cormons
recognize john taylor as one ofofjoseph
joseph smiths close
friends and inner confidants he joined the young church in 1836 was
quickly appointed to the position of apostle in 1838 and in 1839 served
on a successful mission to england in nauvoo taylor was a member
of the council of fifty and served on the board of regents and the
city council with joseph and hyrum when they were murdered he
sustained severe gunshot wounds and barely survived As a writer
john taylor edited the last three volumes of the times and seasons
and published the nauvoo neighbor he was also instrumental in
writing and circulating the first LDS periodicals in germany and france
york
kork city newspaper
1851 as well as publishing the mormon a new mork
sork
1852 in 1877 upon the death of brigham young he became the
cormons for the next
third president of the church and guided the mormons
ten years through a period of intense political and social crises
obviously taylor was a talented and complicated man who deserves
an incisive treatment
1I suppose that is why the
toy
lor papers are such a disappointedy
taylor
john eoy
joan
thejohn
larlor
ment instead of being a handy well annotated compilation of primary
source material the work is polemical the speculation that runs
through the work does much to detract from its usefulness fur
for
lur example
the interpretation of the ongoing feud between brigham young
and john taylor is based on an interview some fifty years after the
fact the authors perceive their grandfather as the final supporting
brace for mormon doctrinal integrity for upon taylors demise the
weaved itself into the seamless
interweaved
mterweaved
interweaver
church recanted polygamy and inter
web of american pluralism hence as the authors claim the pioneer
period ended and modern mormonism began this is a well worn
thesis that has been dispelled by the recent writings of jan shipps
D michael quinn and thomas G alexander
into ojohn
int
john taylor s life
while some of the chapters provide insight intojohn
others lack substance poor coverage is given to taylors monumental
essay

the mediation and the atonement in the introduction

samuel taylor asserts that this monograph not only repudiated
brigham youngs judaic theocracy in favor of a new testament
ideology but completely eclipsed the adam god doctrine both of
these perceptive points deserve further discussion and clarification
unfortunately except for one or two passing references in the second
volume the subject is not explored again A better annotation of
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president taylors reasoning processes and ideological development
is needed
finally standardized editorial procedures could have enhanced
the usefulness of these two volumes this editorial weakness in
combination with the aforementioned problems and the lack of any
new and substantial source material makes it difficult to compare this
nauvoo journal BYU studies
work with deanjessees
dean jessees
jesses
Jes sees john taylors nauvoojournal
23 summer 1983 1 105 or orjessee
jessee s volume on onjoseph
joseph smiths writings
taylor papers is more reminiscent of nineteenth
layor
in fact the john tayor
century biography than something produced for today s scholar
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